
WineTastingand
DiscussionaboutJapan

Vol.152

WakilKetuaCintamani-K

Mr.Shigeyuki
Kobayashi

PresidentoftheRomania

ChamberofCommerce

andIndustry

Mr.FumiyaSako

CouncilorintheCouncilor

Office(Responsiblefor
InternationalTaxation)
intheTaxBureauofthe

MinistryofFinance

Mr.Yoichiro
Ikeda

Memberofth巴Houseof

Representatives

Mr.Yoshitami
Kameoka

Charged'A百'airesof出e

EmbassyforBangladesh

Mr.]iban
Mahumder

Ambassador

Extraordinaryand

Plenipotentiaryofthe

EmbassyforRomania

Mr.RaduSerban

AWineTastingandDiscussionaboutJapanMeetingwasheldonJanuary6，2016asalwaysattherepresentative's

home.TheguestsincludedMr.RaduSerban，theAmbassadorExtraordinaryandPlenipotentiaryoftheEmbassy

forRomania-acountrywhichhasbeenexperiencingremarkableeconomicgrowthinrecentyears;Mr.Jiban

Mahumder，theCharged'AffairesoftheEmbassyforBangladesh-aCoUll仕ywheretiestoJapandatebackto

theeighthcen仰の;Mr.YoshitamiKameoka，aMemberoftheHouseofRepresentativeswhowasamemberin

baseballteams企omSakushinGakuintoWasedaUniversity;孔.fr.YoichiroIkedaoftheMinistryofFinancewho

isknownasauniquebureaucrat，forexamplebypresidingoveranetworkthat甘aversesthepublicandprivate

sectors;Mr.FumiyaSako，thePresidentoftheRomaniaChamberofCommerceandIndustryinJapanwho

graduatedfirstinhisclassatMatsushitaSchoolandwhohashadamulti-facetedcareerasaninterpreterandmonk

amongotherprofessions;andMr.ShigeyukiKobayashi，amanwhousedtoworkinthetelevisionindustryand

whonowlivesinBali.ThevdiscussedJapan，RomaniaandBangladesh.

Romania-OriginallyRumania-a
CountryDelかed介omAncientRome

APAmeans“water"inRomanian.Thewordsatomeans

urusato(hometowninJapanese)asanotherexampleof

RomanianthatissimilartoJapanese.JapanandRomania

haveestablishedacloseeconomicrelationship.KoyoSeiko

(now:JTEKT)wasthefirstcompanyinJapantoexpand

intoRomania.Theautomotivemanufacturingindustry，

includingKoyoRomania，hasbecomeadrivingforce

behindtheRomanianeconomy.TheFrenchcarmaker

RenaultalsohasaresearchcenterinRomania.Nowisthe

timetoinvestinRomania.Oilandnaturalgashavebeen

discoveredintheBlackSea.Thismeansthatinvestmentin
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theenergyindustryisparticularlysoughtafter.Asubway

fromthecitytotheairportisscheduledtobecompletedby

aDAfromJapanin2019.Oneofthestationsonthisline

willbenamed“Tokyo"toexpressgratitudetowardJapan

forthis.TherearehopesinRomaniathatPrimeMinister

Abewillvisitthecountrywhenthisiscompleted.

ThepopulationofRomaniaisapproximately20million.

Theareaofthecoun仕yisaroundhalfthatofHonshuplus

ShikokuinJapan.Bucharestisthecapital.Romaniais

beingcalledthe“tiger"ofEuropebecausethenation's4%

rateofeconomicgrowthisatthehighestlevelintheEU.

Furthermore，thecountryhasbeenabletoprocurecapital

totalingwelloverfivetrillionyenuntil2020仕omtheEUas

afundforeconomicprosperity.Thiscapitalisexpectedto



primarilycome企omGermany.However，itisonlynatural

inacertainsenseforRomaniatoreceivethismoney合om

Germanywheretheyhaveprofited企omanincreasein

exportsduetothecheapeuroasaresultofthestrongGerman

markbeingintegratedintothebasketCll町encyoftheeuro.

PresidentIohannis，whowaselectedin2014，isstill

youngat55yearsofage.Thepresidencylastsforfiveyears

anditispossibletoservefortwoterms.PresidentIohannis

maintainsacloserelationshipwithJapan.Thisisbecausehe

abruptlyassumedthepresidencyafterservingastheMayor

ofSibiuwithitssistercityofTakayama.Thisissomething

thatispossiblewithapresidentchosenbydirectelection

unlikewithaprimeministerintheparliamentarysystem

ofgovernment.Romaniansmakeupmorethan80%ofthe

ethniccompositionofRomania，butPresidentIohannisis

仕omtheminorityGermanpopulation.Theofficiallanguage

ofRomaniaisRomanian.Thislanguageisclosetothe

LatinspokeninancientRomeandiscompletelydi百erent

toSlavic.RomanianisalsosimilartoItalianandthepeople

ofthesetwonationsareabletounderstandeachothertoa

certainextentinthesenseofitbeinglikeaTohokudialect

speakerandaKyushuDialectspeakertalkingtogether.

RomaniawasoriginallycalledRumania.Ithasinherited

variousaspectsfromancientRomeinadditiontotheir

language.Constanta，whichfacestheBlackSea，isam勾or

harborinEurope-secondonlytoAmsterdam.Thistown

wasnamedafterEmperorConstantine.AftertheSecond

WorldWar，thecountrycameundertheinfluenceofthe

SovietUnionandpeopleinthenationwereforcedtolearn

Russianatonepoint.However，sincethecollapseofthe

SovietUnion，Russianisnolongerused;insteadEnglishis

thesecondlanguageafterRomanian.

FlagofBangladeshUsestheFlagof
JapanasaReference

ThenationalflagofBangladeshistheoutlineofared

sunonagreenbackground.Thisisexactlythesameasthe

nationalflagofJapanbutwithadi百erentcolorscheme.

WhenBangladeshbecameindependentfromPakistanin

1971，lawmakerscametotogetherdecidewhatthenew

nationalflagoftheircountryshouldbe.Atthattime，

theyusedthenationalflagofthecountrytheyweremost

合iendlywithasreference.Accordingly，theyreferredto

thenationalflagofJapan-thecountrythathadfoughtthe

BritishforIndependencealongwiththeBengaliChandra

BoseatthetimeoftheSecondWorldWar-andmadethe

backgrbundgreentorepresenttherichnessoftheearth.

TheBangladeshiwarofindependencewithPakistanthat

tookplacepriortothiswasaharshbattlethatcostthe

livesofthreemillionpeopleinninemonths.Chandra

BosereceivedthecooperationofJapaninestablishingthe

IndianNationalArmy(INA).Moreover，heparticipatedas

anobserverattheGreaterEastAsiaConferencein1943.

Hewasinvolvedinanaccidentwhenheattemptedtohead

toManchuriainaJapanesemilitaryaircraft合omTaiwan

onAugust18，1945andthenpassedawaydespitethebest

effortstosavehimbyJapanesesoldiers.Hisremainshave

beeninterredinRemωTempleinSuginamiCity.

PrimeMinisterHasinaofBangladeshvisitedJapanin

May2014andPrimeMinisterAbethenvisitedBangladesh

directlyafterthisinSeptemberofthesameyear.On

thisoccasion，thetwocountriescametoanagreement

thatBangladeshwouldwithdrawtheircandidacytobea

non-permanentmemberoftheUnitedNationsSecurity

CouncilandwouldinsteadsupportJapanintheirbidfor

thesameposition.Asaresult，Japanwaselectedtobe

anon-permanentmemberoftheSecurityCounciland

assumedthispositionthisyear.Bangladeshisacountryin

whichapproximately160millionpeople-greaterthanthe

populationofJapan-liveinterritoryabout40%thesize

ofJapan.Thecountry'srateofeconomicgrowthisalso

remarkableandtheannualratehascontinuedtoexceed

6%overthelastsevenyears.Japanhasgivensignificant



assistancetoBangladeshinthepast.This

hasledtoBangladeshhavingadeepsense

ofgratitudetowardJapanastheirnumber

onedonornation.

UnitedStatesPlannedWar
withJapanaDecadePriorto
theUS-JapanWar

Eleven judges presided over the

InternationalMilitaryTribunalfortheFar

East-commonlyreferredtoastheTokyo

Trials.JudgePal，therepresentative企om

India，wasborninaplaceclosetothe

IndianbordercalledKushtiainBangladesh.

PakistanisanIslamiccountry，butthereare

bothHindusandMuslimsinBangladesh.

JudgePalwasaHindu.ThejudgesotherthanJudgePal

determinedthatthedefendantswereguiltyofcrimesagainst

peaceandhumanityintheTokyoTrials.Againstthis，Judge

Palwastheonlyonetoasserttheirinnocencesayingthat

itwasstrangetohaveatrialbyex-postfactolaw.Judge

Palwastheonlyspecialistininternationallawamongthe

judges.Eventually，thetrialwasconcludedinanextremely

unfairmannerwithevengossipbeingusedasevidence.In

fact，JudgePalhadevidencethatshowedtheUnitedStates
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US-JapanWarasatopsecretdocumentoftheGovernment

oftheUnitedKingdom.Thisnodoubtledhimtoassert
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Shrine.Inaddition，PrimeMinisterAbeheldinformaltalks

withthesonofJudgePalwhenhevisitedIndiain2007.

More than 200 companies have expanded into

Bangladesh.OpseedistheBangladeshsubsidiaryofKoha

Corporation.Thiscompanyemploysnearly1，000people

tomanufacturethebuttonsbuiltintovendingmachines.In

additiontothiscompany，Honda，Mitsubishi，Marubeni，

YKKandSonycanalsobefoundinBangladesh.UNIQLO

alsohastwofactoriesinthecountry.ThereasonJapanese

companieshaveexpandedintoBangladeshisthatthereis

abundantlaborforceinadditiontothefactthatwagesare

lowandthequalityofworkersishigh.Thefacttheaverage

ageofthepopulationis25yearsoldhasalsobecomean

attractIon.

IfyousaythatJapanesepeopledidterriblethingsin

Indonesiaduringthelastgreatwar，peopleinBaliwill
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getveryangrywithyouandsaythatisnotthecase.At

thattime，therewasnocountrycalledIndonesia;this

landwasacolonyreferredtoastheDutchEastIndies.

ItwasJapanesepeoplewhoprovidededucationtothe

Indonesianswhohadhadthatopportunitytaken丘omthem

beforethatandwhogavethemthewisdomandphysical

strengthjusttotakeontheDutch.AllthepeopleinBali

whoknowthisaregrate白ItoJapanesepeople.Moreover，

theyrespectJoMiura-amanwhoworkedceaselesslyfor

Indonesianindependenceandwhothencommittedsuicide

becausehefeltresponsibilityatnotbeingabletodeliver

onthispromiseto企eetheircoun仕yduetoJapanlosing

thewar.Ribbonsthatcanbeclearlyseen企omagreat

distancewiththemotifofthecolorsofthenationalflagof

IndonesiaadornthegravestonesoftheJapanesesoldiers

whocooperatedintheindependencemovementinBali.It

isimportantforJapanesepeopletoknowthesefactsandwe

shouldalsoputthisintextbooksandteachittochildrenin

school.HinduisminBaliandShingonesotericBuddhism

teachingsinJapanfittogetherperfectly.JapanandBali

havealsobeenlinkedreligiouslysinceancienttimes.

JapaneseLanguageBroadcastsHave
Disappeared/romHotels:ThePresence
0/JapanIsFading

Mr.YoshitamiKameoka，whowasborninMinami-

Soma，wasinhishometownwhentheGreatEastJapan

Earthquakestruckandheexperiencedthewholedisaster.

Hesayshewasmovedbythesplendoroftheactionsof



thebureaucracyandpeopleincomparisontotheunreliable

PrimeMinister'sOffice.Lawsonprovided3，500boxed

mealsinplaceofschoollunchesperdayoverthreedays

toSomaCityanddeliveredriceballsandbreadasrelief

suppliestoeachprefecture.Thereweremanyhotelsat

thistimethatstoppedoperatingduetopowerandwater

outages.Undersuchcircumstances，APAHotelcontinued

tooperatebywelcomingguestsafterinformingthemthat

itwasnotbusinessasusualinordertomeettheneedsof

thosewhoneededaplacetogetoutoftherainanddew.

Seventypercentofcompaniesdonotpaycorporation

tax.Companiesshouldtakeontheirfairshareofthe

burdenbecausetheyreceivevariousincentivesanduse

alotofsocialin合astructureintheirco中orateactivities.

Furthermore，therearecompaniesthattrytoavoidtaxby

movingtheirheadquartersoverseas.Taxreductionisgood，

buttaxevasionisbad.

ThepresenceofJapaniscontinuingtofadearoundthe

world.TherepresentativewenttoseeintheNewYearin

LasVegasasusual.HewatchesNHK'sKohakuUtagassen

(RedandWhiteSingingContest)ontelevisioninhishotel

everyyear.However，whenheturnedonthetelevision

onNewYear'sEvelastyear，therewerenolongerany

Japanesechannels.Instead，therehasbeenanincreasein

ChineseandKoreanlanguagechannels.Eventhoughthe

yenisweak，thenumberofJapanesepeopletravelingand

studyingoverseashasbeensignificantlydecreasing.Is

therenolongerahungerspiritamongJapanesepeople?

ItistheeducationsysteminJapanthatisraisingadults

whodon'tdoubtwhattheyaretold.Thereisalwaysonlyone

answerinthissystemandteacherswhoposequestionswith

twopossibleanswersarecriticized.Asaresult，Japanese

peoplehaveacquired

thesensethatitisbest

to answer questIons

exactlyastheyhave

beentaught.However，

there are in fact a

countless number of

correctanswersinthe

world.Theeducation

systemwasbuiltby

theUnitedStatesin

order to indirectly

dominateJapan.Japan

must企eeitselffrom

theinfluenceofthe

United States and

becomeacountrycapableofindependentself-defense

now25yearsaftertheendoftheColdWar.First，

Japanneedstoreviseitsconstitution.Tothisend，itis

essentialthattheLiberalDemocraticPartywininthis

year'sHouseofCouncilorselection.WilltheHouseof

Representativesbedissolvedandanelectionheldina

timelagaroundonemonthbeforeoraftertheHouse

ofCouncilorswithconsiderationfortheLDP'sallies

theNewKomeitoratherthanadoubleelectionfor

bothhousesoftheDiet?However，evenifaproposal

toamendtheconstitutionissomehowsuccessfulwith

twothirdsofparliamentariansinfavor，thenextbig

challengewillbethereferendum.Thoseolderthan18

yearsofagewillbeeligibletovoteinthiselection.We

shouldbuildastructuretothoroughlyteachthetruthto

youngpeople.
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